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A full life and a distinguished career ended when Professor Felix Pinkus died
on November 19, 1947 at Monroe, Michigan.
Felix Pinkus was born in Berlin, Germany on April 4, 1868. He graduated
from the University of Freiburg, Germany in 1893. From the beginning he was
interested in comparative anatomy. He discovered and described the nervus
terminalis, a cranial nerve in the fish Protopterus annecteus. This nerve, now
usually called nervus pre-olfactorius, later was found to be present in all verte-
brae, including man. Felix Pinkus also discovered the hair disk (Haarscheibe),
a small nervous organ near the hair.
After working in the laboratories of Paul Ehrlich and at the Institute of Robert
Koch in Berlin, he became an assistant to Albert Neisser at the Dermatologic
University Clinic in Breslau. His main fields of interest were normal and
pathologic anatomy of the skin and especially leukemia of the skin. The former
remained his main scientific interest throughout his life. After continued post-
graduate studies with J. Jadassohn in Bern and also at the Hôpital St. Louis
in Paris, he practiced dermatology in Berlin from 1898 to 1938. For twenty-
five years he was a director of the Hospital for Women of the City of Berlin. He
was made Associate Professor of Dermatology and Venereology in 1915. He
was prominent in the German National Health Council, where he was especially
identified with the prevention and treatment of venereal diseases.
In addition to these activities, he published a textbook on skin diseases and
over 150 scientific papers dealing with a great variety of dermatologic and
venereologic topics. His most notable contribution was a volume on Normal
Anatomy of the Skin in Jadassohn's Handbuch of Skin and Venereal Diseases.
He also made many original contributions to dermatology, the best known per-
haps being his description of lichen nitidus.
In 1939 he left Germany for Oslo, Norway, and came to the United States
in 1941. In the house of his devoted son and daughter-in-law, Hermanu and
Hilda Pinkus, in Monroe, Michigan, he found a pleasant and happy new home.
Here he continued his histologic studies almost until the very last day of his life.
He appreciated greatly the friendly reception he received from his American
colleagues. He was made an honorary member of the Society for Investigative
Dermatology and of the Detroit Dermatological Society. More than anything
else, he enjoyed the extraordinary hospitality and companionship he found
among the dermatologic staff of the University of Minnesota where Doctor
Michelson had invited him to lecture on histopathology of the skin.
Felix Pinkus was married in 1900 to Elise Etdorf. Two children, a daughter,
Luise Grab, and a son, Hermann, survive him. His wife died in 1934.
Felix Pinkus was esteemed and loved by everybody who met him—his col-
leagues, patients, friends. Friends, he had many. His friendship and collabora-
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tion with Paul Ehrlich was one of the great experiences of his life. His admira-
tion for Paul Ehrlich's genius was unending.
Pinkus was one of the foremost dermatologists and venereologists of Germany;
yet he was a very modest man. Although his scientific interests predominated,
he was a man with many varied interests. His hobby, beside the study of the
normal anatomy of the skin, was sketching. One could always see him with a
pencil and a pad, and when one thought he might take notes or copy a drawing
from the board, he would actually be making an interesting sketch of the speaker
or of some person in the audience that caught his fancy. Even these sketches
showed his natural friendliness toward his fellow men. It is no wonder that
Felix Pinkus had endeared himself to those who bad the good fortune to know
him in this country.
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